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BY Diego Figueroa 
     Months after its announce-
ment, the uniform redesign con-
test is over, with a winning de-
sign almost ready to be shipped 
and available to students. The 
contest was open to all students, 
and  designs could be submitted 
through the month of January 
after its inception in late Novem-
ber. As described by Student 
Government Vice President 
Theo Frye Yanos, “We have a 
lot of really good artists at this 
school, so if that is you, then by 
all means at least give it a shot.” 
     It may come as a surprise to 
many students that class of 
2018 graduate Isaac Reeves, an 
alumni who runs his own cloth-
ing brand, submitted and won 
the final design with a staggering 
majority of the vote above the 
other design submissions. 
     Along with Isaac’s design, 10 
other designs were submitted by 
current students. The winner 
was chosen through an online 
google form, in which 207 stu-
dents voted, and overwhelmingly 
for Isaac’s design, which gar-
nered about 55% of the final 
vote.  
     Reached through Instagram, 

where he promotes his designs 
and clothing that he releases, 
Reeves said that his brand .is 
called NYKRZ, “a New York 
apparel brand. It’s been opera-

tional since January 2019, and I 
want it to be a brand for the 
masses, a little something for 
everyone.” 
     Reeves said, “So I’ve always 

been interested in fashion and 
how clothing works together, but 
I started actually customizing my 
own clothing my first semester in 
college. So I bought some fabric 
markers and a sweatshirt I had 
and started drawing on it. Peo-
ple had a really positive reaction 
to it, so I started customizing 
more. I’ve done bleach designs, 
half-and-half shirts, a couple of 
shoes, denim jackets, and more. 
I just like trying out new things 
and testing them out.” 
     As far as how the alumnus 
was allowed to enter the contest, 
President Jahden Slate con-
firmed that Reeves was eligible 
to enter. “It was an open contest, 
and it just so happened that an 
alumni’s design was the one 
liked by the majority of the 
school.” Isaac added that, “I first 
learned about the contest on 
Jahden’s Snapchat story back in 
December. I commented that I 
was gonna design something, 
kinda low-key as a joke. But 
then a few days later he hit me 
up and asked if I was still going 
to enter.” 

     Referring to Reeves’ winning 

the contest, Principal Miriam 

Alumni Wins Sweatshirt Design Contest 

Senior Allison Pasbjerg puts  
up one of many wall posters 
that students have made to 
raise awareness of the Coro-

navirus at CSS, following a 
day of teaching about the virus 
in  classes.  
Photo by Montserrat Pagan 

 

Coronavirus: Plans for CSS 

Isaac Reeves’ winning design. 

Monserrat Pagan interviewed 
Principal Miriam Nightengale for 
the latest information. 
 
If the schools close would kids be 
responsible for their school 
work? 
 
We have to wait for guidance from 
the state. Students will likely not get 
a free pass.  We need more guid-
ance around high school because of 
credits. It depends on how long we 
are out of school. One week, every-
one can pick up missed time; for a 
month, there will have to be different 
adjustments. 
 
How will this affect testing? 
 
The ELA state test is scheduled for 
March 24th.  Upstate schools are 
closing. I don’t know if the Board of 
Regents is discussing what to do 
about this or Regents exams. I know 

conversations are happening, but 
there’s been no decision. 
 
Can you tell us more about the 
absence policy in this situation? 
 
Reasonably,  there’s a lot of anxiety 
among people about how much risk 
they can tolerate. So parents have 
the right to keep children home in 
order to be proactive. I think we just 
have to be flexible with how we dis-
tribute instructional materials. As the 
group of people staying home be-
comes larger, we are trying to move 
as much stuff as possible online. We 
will  reevaluate as changes occur 
day to day and we see how we can 
respond in a way that addresses 
issues of all students.  
 
 
What are the latest updates as of 
noon Friday? 
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Sweatshirt  Contest 

From Page 1 

Nightengale said, “The question of alumni 

participation in the contest was never 

raised in Student Government meetings, 

either to affirm or deny participation.  It is 

also not specified in the emails sent out by 

high school government, so I would say 

that it was not disallowed by contest rules, 

though it was not specifically allowed, 

either, which makes it a gray area.” 
     Sweatshirts with the new design will be 
ordered by the PTA, and students will be 
able to purchase them starting later this 
year.  
     The newspaper interviewed six stu-
dents from various grades and all agreed 
that the result of the contest would bring 
alumni and current students closer togeth-
er. A few said  that if the student voters 
liked the design it doesn't matter where it 

came from. 
     “A design is a design, it doesn’t mat-
ter . . . more choices,” said 10th grader W. 
Dean Chapman. 
     Ariandna  Silva, an 11th grader and 
member of the Student Government, said, 
“”The whole purpose was to have some-
thing that made us want to help the PTA 
actually sell sweaters. We wanted one 
that we actually liked. It appealed to me 
the most.”  
    She pointed out that the contest’s origi-
nal deadline had to be extended because 
there were “barely any” entries. 
     “CSS builds stronger community by  
having alumni more involved, said Max 
Freund, an 11th grader. 
     Theo Visconti, an11th grader who 
works in tandem with Student Govern-
ment as leader of the CSS Coalition, said 
the alumni winning was problematic and 
something to correct for future contests. 
       “When I learned that the design that 

won was that of an alumnus I was sur-
prised because they do not go to CSS 
anymore. The design competition should 
have only included current CSS students 
and not graduates. Sweaters should be 
made by and for current CSS students as 
this design only affects them.”  
     As for a future plan, Visconti saw the 
contest as an opportunity “to show the 
talent that current high schoolers have, to 
be able to be inspired by your peers. It’s 
to develop community pride.” He suggest-
ed that the Student Government take pre-
ventative action by “updating the students’ 
email list to current years so that we can 
avoid ‘foreign influence’ in current student 
body events.” 
     As for the ordering and sale of the 
hoodies, Vice President Theo Frye Yanos 
said the PTA had ordered a small batch of 
hoodies, with blue font for high school and 
black for middle school.  This will be the 
baseline to see if the hoodies will sell.  

BY SHERESE SAHADEO  
     When was the last time you talked to 
your upper or lower classmen? The event 
on February 12 in the fifth period was cre-
ating a new friendly and positive environ-
ment where students can freely build a 
community by creating new relationships to 
encourage students to attempt to diverge 
from the familiar and communicate with new 
kinds of people. 
    Forty students from all high school grades 
were invited to attend the event, sponsored 
by the Global Concerns elective. Thirty-five 
students came to listen to presentations 
about global environmental issues and talk 
with each other on various topics.   
     This  Mix It Up at Lunch Event was in-
spired by the organization Teaching Toler-
ance. Teaching Tolerance is an organization 
that helps teachers and schools educate 
“children and youth to be active participants 
in a diverse democracy,” according to the 
organization’s website..  Room 315 was cov-
ered with Valentine's decorations and “I Am” 
poems from CSS students in Professor Lisa 
Harrigan’s health class. COMPASS provided 
pizza for the event along with the homemade 
brownies provided by Professor Lynn Tiede, 
the Global Concerns adviser, and a variety 
of assorted fruit. 
    Global Concerns was inspired/created by 
Concern Worldwide Us.  Concern Worldwide 
Us helps those living in the world's poorest 
countries to achieve real and lasting im-
provements in their lives by bringing light to 
these problems with discussion.  “Global 

Concerns’ mission is to spread awareness of 
global issues and how individuals can take 
action to address these issues,” said Franmy 
Mateo, a Global Concerns member who 
gave a speech at the Mix It Up event. 
     Another speaker was  Meggie Lazraj, 
who was promoting environmental activism 
as part of her senior Civic Action Project. Her 
presentation was about how  urgent actions 
at all levels are needed to prevent catastro-
phe due to climate change, what is climate 
change and ways that you can join both at 
CSS and outside of school to help make a 
difference. “Your age can't stop you from 
making a difference now in the world,” she 
said. She mentioned some organizations 
that can help people get involved, including 
Fridays for Our Future, Nextgen America, 
Union of Concerned Scientists, and 350.org.  
     Even more important, Professor Tiede 
said, “is practicing the systems established 
by NYC Department of Sanitation at home 
and school--recycling and sorting waste 
properly, not using single-use plastics like 
straws, bags, and bottles, and being con-
scious of energy by turning off electronics. 
Students can take the lead and remind 
teachers and each other to practice these 
habits at CSS.” 

     As they filled their stomachs, a 
sense of community occurred as the 
students talked about where they are 
from and about their lives. Seniors 
were advising freshmen on how to sur-
vive school by telling them the pros and 
cons of certain classes and teachers. 

Space and scheduling limitations at CSS 
prevented the group from hosting a single 
event for the entire high school all at once, 
but in the future Professor Tiede would like 
to  invite different members from the CSS 
community again to these smaller events to 
allow students to meet each other in a wel-
coming environment with different themes to 
promote awareness of global issues of con-
cern while also breaking down boundaries 
and building the CSS community itself. How-
ever for next time Professor Tiede would like 
to hold this event in a larger area with more 
people in the future. 
     “I liked being able to talk to students 
above my grade level because I got know 
what work is like while also learning about 
other people’s lives and interests,” said Alex-
ius Petitfrere 2023 
     “I thought it was really great to meet new 
people of similar interests and get to know 
them for even the limited time given,” said 
Naomi Nzeuton 9th grade. 
     “This luncheon will surely shape the way 
CSS approaches building a community 
among students and faculty to address 
pressing global issues,” said AP Marisol 
Weiner . 
  

The First CSS        

Lunch Mixup  

Corona Virus  

From Page 1 
I’m trying to get as much information to students 
as possible. PSAL cancelled games as of today. 
All field trips are canceled. Parent-teacher con-
ference will be virtual. Schools have been asked 
to identify a location in school for grab-and-go 

lunches in case schools close. All concerns 
about someone who might be symptomatic 
should be reported to the school nurse. Teach-
ers have started to find out what online platforms 
that students have in case school closes. It’s a 
work in progress.  
 
How would you like students and teachers to 

handle this situation? 
 
Rumors can get escalated, with people not stop-
ping to be reasonable.  We need to try to guard 
against that. It’s not unreasonable to be afraid, 
but when we panic rather than verify that some-
thing is true, we can act in ways that can hurt 
people who are sick and those who are.healthy. 


