
CSS 6
th

Grade SUMMER READING 2022

Welcome incoming 6th graders! We are looking forward to meeting all of you thinkers, readers, and

writers of the Columbia Secondary School Class of 2029. Before you begin at CSS, you are

required to read at least three books this summer and complete some written work, all

of which is explained below.

These assignments will not only exercise your brain over the summer, but will also provide a

foundation for the work we’ll do in the fall. They will help your teachers learn a little bit about you,

too.

1. Read Seedfolks by Paul Fleischman. Our first unit will rely on your having read this, so make sure

to read it carefully.

2. In addition to Seedfolks, choose one of the following books. Please choose one that you have

not already read.  If you want to be a total reading rockstar, challenge yourself to read them all!

Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan

Miracle’s Boys by Jacqueline Woodson

The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate

Out of my Mind by Sharon M. Draper

Rules by Cynthia Lord

Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli

The Running Dream by Wendelin Van Draanen

3. Answer these two prompts. For each prompt, write a paragraph of 8-10 sentences. This

work should show your careful thought and your best writing ability.

Prompt 1: Seedfolks, as well as some of the other book options, are about building a

community. Write about the idea of community. Think about some or all of these questions

as you write your response.

● What’s a community that you feel like you’re a part of? How did you become a part of it?

What does that community mean to you?

● How can people come together, and what keeps them together?

● What are some obstacles or challenges to building a community or bringing people

together?

● Why is belonging to a community important (or, if you think it isn’t, why isn’t it)?

Prompt 2: Choose two characters from your summer reading to compare and contrast. They

must be from two different books. (The Phantom Toolbooth can be one of two books.) Think

about some or all of these questions as you write your response.

● What about these characters’ personalities is similar and what is different? Are there

character traits that describe them both? Are there traits that describe one, but not the

other?

● What about these characters’ experiences is similar and what is different?



● Do these characters face similar or different challenges? Do they respond similarly or

differently?

How can I access the books?

● New York Public Library - books or eBooks can be borrowed at no cost through the OverDrive

app.

● Purchase - Copies of all these texts are available, new and used, online.

● Search for text online - For some books, a Google search of “[Title] complete text” or “[Title]

online text” will locate a digital version of the text. This method involves some luck, so don’t

rely just on this.

● If you’re still having trouble accessing a book, please let email

jonahhammond@columbiasecondary (he teaches ELA) and let him know what’s happening.

How should my written work be submitted?

● Your work can be typed into the body of an email or it can be a PDF attachment.

● Your work should be emailed to jonahhammond@columbiasecondary.org before the first day

of school.

● Use a standard, easy-to-read font (Arial, Times New Roman, Cambria, or similar) in size 10, 11,

or 12.

● Proofread your work carefully before submitting it.

In addition to this work, you may be asked to discuss and write about your summer reading books

during the first week of school. If you have any questions, reflections, or just want to say hello, feel

free to email ELA teacher Jonah Hammond at jonahhammond@columbiasecondary.org.

Best wishes for a pleasant summer!
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