
COLUMBIA SECONDARY SCHOOL for Math, Science & Engineering       
 

A Public School, Community and University Partnership    

 

 

Strength in Diversity 
Challenging Academics 

A Passion for Science and Reason 

 

www.columbiasecondary.org    425 West 123rd Street 5th Floor / T. 212.666.1278 / F. 212.666.3805  Rev. 6/23 

Promotion Requirements: 
10th grade: 8 Credits 11th grade: 20 Credits (including 4 in English and/or ESL and 4 in Social Studies) 12th grade: 30 Credits 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

1. CREDIT REQUIREMENTS 

REQUIRED SUBJECTS 
LOCAL  

DIPLOMA*  
 

REGENTS 

DIPLOMA 

ADVANCED 

REGENTS 

DIPLOMA 

CSS 
DIPLOMA 

ENGLISH  8 8 8 8 
SOCIAL STUDIES 8 8 8 8 
Global History  4 4 4 4 

US History  2 2 2 2 

Economics 1 1 1 1 

Part. In Government 1 1 1 1 

SCIENCE (INCLUDING LAB)  6 6 6  8 
Life Science 2 2 2 2 

Physical Science  2 2 2 2 

Further Science Courses 2 2 2 4 

MATHEMATICS 6 6 6  8 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE 2 2 6  6 

THE ARTS 2 2 2 2 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 4 4 4 4 

HEALTH 1 1 1 1 

ELECTIVES 7 7 3 - 

ENGINEERING  (OR AP SPANISH) - - - 5 
PHILOSOPHY  (OR AP SPANISH) - - - 5 
TOTAL CREDITS 44 44 44 55 

* Note: The Local diploma option is available to students with IEPs, students with 504 plans specifying Safety Net eligibility, and students with disabilities who 

were declassified while in grades 8-12 whose last IEPs specify Safety Net eligibility. 

2. REGENTS REQUIREMENTS 

LOCAL DIPLOMA* REGENTS DIPLOMA ADVANCED REGENTS DIPLOMA 
CSS 

DIPLOMA 

1. English 1. English 1. English Regents or AP  

2. Social Studies 2. Social Studies 2. US History Regents 1. Same testing requirements 
as Advanced Regents 
Diploma 

3. Math 3. Math 3. Integrated Algebra Regents 

4. Science 4. Science 4. Geometry Regents 

5. + 1 Regents 5. + 1 Regents 5. Algebra 2/Trigonometry Regents 2. College-Level Course 
(College Environmental, AP, 
CU, College Now) 

 
 6. Living Environment Regents or AP 

 7. Physical Science Regents or SAT Subject  

 

 8. Foreign Language - LOTE 3. 150 Community Service 
hours  

9. Physical Sci. Regents or SAT Subject OR 
Global Regents or AP  

Passing grade: 55+ 

 

Passing grade: 65+ or  

COVID waiver (WA) 
  

 Passing grade: 65+ or COVID waiver (WA) 

**See reverse side for qualifying AP & 
SAT Subject tests** 

 

 

DIPLOMA ENDORSEMENTS 

Honors Designation 
Students must earn an average of 90 
+ on the required Regents Exams 
for the diploma they are earning. 

 

Service 
Endorsement 

Students must complete 
100 hours of community 
service in high school.   

Mastery in Math  
Students must earn 85+ on 
all three math Regents 
exams and complete the 
requirements for the 
Advanced Regents diploma. 
 

Mastery in Science 
Students must earn 85+ on 
three science Regents 
exams and complete the 
requirements for the 
Advanced Regents 
diploma.  

Seal of Biliteracy 
Earn three points for 
demonstrating proficiency in 
English and earn three points 
for demonstrating proficiency 
in Spanish. 

http://www.columbiasecondary.org/


                                                                                                           

 

 

NYSED-Approved Regents Examination Alternatives  

The test score(s) indicated below are the minimum acceptable score(s) that can be substituted for a 

Regents Examination score of 65 for all students who have completed the course of study for that 

subject.  

 

English Language Arts  

Minimum 

Acceptable 

Score 

AP English Language and Composition Examination 3 

AP English Literature and Composition Examination  3 

Global History and Geography II  

AP World History Examination   3 

United States History and Government   

AP United States History Examination 3 

SAT Subject Test in United States History* 560 

Algebra I   

AP Calculus AB Examination 3 

AP Calculus BC Examination 3 

SAT Subject Test in Mathematics Level 1 470 

SAT Subject Test in Mathematics Level 2  510 

Geometry and Algebra II  

AP Calculus AB Examination 3 

AP Calculus BC Examination 3 

SAT Subject Test in Mathematics Level 2 550 

Sciences**  

AP Biology Examination  3 

SAT Subject Test in Biology E/M  520 

SAT Subject Test in Chemistry  540 

SAT Subject Test in Physics  530 

* In addition to achieving the established score, students must complete a multi-source, in-depth research 

project that demonstrates the ability to use primary and secondary sources. 

** In addition to achieving the established score, students must complete 1,200 minutes of hands-on 

laboratory work with satisfactory lab reports. 


