CSS-MSE SAFETY TIPS 

Many NYC schools – including CSS – are working to help keep students safe on the streets. Please share these safety tips with your families.

Be aware on the street and train. 
Remove distractions – books, i-phones, i-pods or any other electronic devices. 
The NYPD reports the most stolen phones in 2011 include the i-phone, Galaxy, and Android. Apple products (w/ white headphones) are easily identifiable and frequently stolen. Please note: Most thieves will take what they can get.

If you need to use a cell phone, use it quickly (preferably inside) and put it away. 
If you need to call your parents before you leave school, call from inside the lobby. 

Walk to the subway and to school with a friend, preferably two, or someone else you know. The NYPD recommends walking in groups, or with an adult. 

If you don’t live in the Grant houses (the housing surrounding CSS), go around the complex. There have been a number of attacks along the “shortcut” paths. (Despite constant warnings, students continue to cut through alone and in groups. Please remind them this is still not safe.)

Watch for groups of kids coming from the opposite direction.
If you feel you’re being followed, cross the street or go into a store. 
If someone you don’t know asks the time, tell them you don’t have it and keep walking. 
If someone you don’t know asks if they can borrow your phone for an emergency, keep walking.

Don’t hang out near the school or on the surrounding streets, including the subway entrances. Get home ASAP.

Don’t give out personal information to kids or adults you don’t know, including where you go to school.

Plan a regular route with your family. The “safe passage” sheet available through the NYPD lists these routes to transportation or home during regular school hours
Amsterdam W. 123rd-125th and Morningside W. 123rd-125th
Crossing guards: Amsterdam W. 123 and Morningside W. 123 

Also refer to Safe Haven locations on this sheet.

Let your parents/guardians know where you are after school.

If you’re harassed inside or outside the school, tell an adult.

If you see someone you know outside of the school who has caused trouble in the past, notify an adult immediately.

EMERGENCIES AND OTHER CALLS

WHEN TO CALL 911
Call 911 if you see a crime in progress or have just been victim of a crime. This includes harassment or intimidation, assault or theft. Look out for each other.

It’s essential that the crime victim and family take the time to file a police report. 
If you don’t file a report, the incident never officially happened for the NYPD or the DOE. As traumatic as reliving a bad situation can be, not reporting enables the attacks to continue. 

WHEN TO CALL 311
Call 311 for reporting non-emergency situations or incidents, registering complaints or making suggestions. 311 calls about earlier student assaults helped get us a police presence. Call in school safety-related complaints and suggestions (e.g. unsafe conditions, harassment by adults or students at another school) to 311. Specify if you want the call forwarded to the NYPD (26th precinct), DOE (Safety, P.S.125, etc) or other agency. Additional 311 calls can include requests for longer coverage or for coverage in specific areas. 311 calls can be made anonymously. 

Report threats or incidents to the school (Roxana Bosch or Maria Eder) so the school is aware of them. 


SAFE HAVENS

Safe Havens are businesses that help protect kids get away from dangerous situations, or lend use of a phone if there’s an emergency. 

Here are two web sites which will give you an idea of where the safe havens are. These lists will change; please familiarize yourselves with those safe haven businesses along your routes to school and back home.

http://www.columbia.edu/cu/publicsafety/Safe%20Haven%20locations.pdf

http://www.columbia.edu/cu/publicsafety/CONTACTS/safehaven.htm

Note: The red lion logo means it's a Columbia University safe haven location; yellow is an NYPD-approved site. Both are fine; even locations without a logo in the window. 

If you are interested in organizing and/or volunteering on a parent safety patrol, please contact Roxana Bosch or Maria Eder.

We’re a small school and community. Look out for yourselves and for each other.	


